
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



136 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

characteristic of his method, on a unity of treatment, as not only pre- 
supposed by the nature of the science, but as demanded by the " historic 
and demonstrable unity of the New Testament itself " (p. 1 1). 

The book is admirable for its clearness and conciseness of style, but 
we fear it will prove as unsatisfactory through the evident presence 
behind it of an apologetic motive as Dr. Gould's through the clear 
presence there of a motive which, if termed at all, must be considered 
rationalistic. 

M. W. Jacobus. 

Hartford Theological Seminary, 
Hartford, Conn. 



Die neutestamentliche Lehre von der Seligkeit und ihre 
Bedeutung fCr die Gegenwart. Dargestellt von Arthur 
Titius. 4 Bande. Tubingen: Mohr, 189 5-1900. 

I. Jesu Lehre vom Reich Gottes. Pp. xii+199. M. 3.60. — II. 
Der Paulinismus unter dem Gesichtspunkt der Seligkeit. Pp. 
ix-f-290. M. 6.40. — III. Die Johanneische Anschauung unter 
dem Gesichtspunkt der Seligkeit. Pp. viii+143. M. 3.20. — IV. 
Die vulgare Anschauung von der Seligkeit im Urchristenthum, 
ihre Entwicklung bis zum Uebergang in katholische Formen. Pp. 
xi-l-250. M. 5.80. 

This is a work of more than ordinary importance. Such is the 
opinion of the German university authorities, for the publication of 
the first volume in 1895 was followed by the call of the author from 
his place as Privatdocent in Berlin to an extraordinary professorship 
at Kiel, and between the third and fourth parts (the last three being 
all published in 1900) he was made doctor of theology by Berlin. A 
careful examination of the work bears out this official judgment. 
Titius possesses the gift of speech in a remarkable degree, reminding 
one of Harnack in this respect. There is everywhere the copious flow 
of a mind alert and fully informed as to what it wishes to say. Every 
sentence is full of matter, and the whole presses onward with the 
irresistible current of a great stream of systematic truth. 

The work is of great importance, as it seems to this reviewer, 
because marking, in conjunction with Kaftan's Dogmatik, a high point 
in the re-establishment among Ritschlians of the great evangelical 
positions which Ritschl himself somewhat obscured. In a sense, this 
is a book of extreme radical positions. The criticism of the New Tes- 
tament is given the fullest play. The Apocalypse, Hebrews, 1 Peter, 
and Acts are all reckoned to the postcanonical writings, and put on 
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quite a level with the Shepherd of Hermas, etc. But the outcome of 
the criticism is, on the whole, to establish the unity of the great ele- 
ments of the New Testament in their essential teachings, the unity, 
that is to say, of the synoptics, Paul, and John. And, in minor posi- 
tions, old evangelical points of view and conclusions which have for 
quite a while been "buried beneath the rubbish-heap of time" are 
brought out and shown to be the necessary result of the most recent 
examination of the facts. 

The spirit of the book may be imagined from the dedication of the 
first part to Professors Kaftan and Bernhard Weiss. It has been so 
long the custom in certain quarters to adopt a supercilious attitude 
toward this latter teacher, the unequaled master of the science of bib- 
lical theology, which he himself may be said to have created, and to 
imply that anyone who sees unity in the New Testament, as Weiss 
does, is deficient in true historic penetration, that it seems a distinct 
act of courage — a flinging out of a banner — to put his name at the 
front of the work. But there is nothing partisan in what follows. 
Weiss is not accepted slavishly. We have here throughout an inde- 
pendent and exceeding fresh study of biblical theology. The writer 
has weighed all that others have had to say, and his scales have borne 
the weights of truth alone. The result is an exceedingly well-balanced 
and comprehensive view of that phase of truth which forms the theme. 
A scholar who rejects Titius's critical positions may generally rely upon 
his exegetical processes and results. We think that we mark also a 
growing conservatism and soundness as the work proceeds. 

Turning now to the first part, we find it divided into three subor- 
dinate parts, treating of " The Kingdom of Glory," of " The Kingdom 
in its Inner Constitution and the Comparative Value of its Different 
Portions," and of "The Death of Jesus in its Significance for the 
Kingdom." We must content ourselves with noticing special and iso- 
lated points rather than describing the general current of the book, 
which would overstep the limits of a review, and which may be in a 
large measure anticipated by the specialist. Thus the introduction is 
largely engaged upon the rise in the mind of Jesus of the expectation 
of death. " In the first joy of his work he may have hoped that his 
work for the whole people would substantially succeed, although he 
never concealed from himself the great difficulties. The more openly, 
then, his failure with the great mass of the people appeared, the nearer 
the thought of death approached him" (p. 18). Still, he thinks this 
expectation formed " surprisingly early," and has little agreement with 
those who find in Jesus a disappointed enthusiast. 
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The idea of the kingdom of God rests upon old Jewish notions, but 
it is at once enlarged in Jesus' conception by other elements. It is a 
"kingdom of glory" from the first. That is, it is "mightier than all 
the kingdoms of the earth, of eternal duration, without limitation by 
any other kingdom, founded by God himself, and at its head stands 
Jesus as King, a Lord over heaven and earth" (p. 29). The transcend- 
ent character of Jesus is thus indicated from the start. 

The second subordinate part is by far the most important, both for 
length and matter. Titius comes early to the consideration of 
miracles. He assumes, without the slightest hesitation or ambiguity, 
the reality of the biblical miracles. He views them, by a turn of 
thought not common, not so much as signs and proofs of Jesus' mes- 
sianic office, nor merely as deeds of mercy naturally flowing from such 
a person as Jesus, but in the light of acts of power, which are single 
exemplifications of what the whole coming of the kingdom of God is, 
of the entrance of omnipotence into the affairs of men. " The most 
weighty result of our investigation seems to me to be that the super- 
naturalistic conception of miracles which Jesus had was inseparably 
interwoven with his ethical and religious consciousness, and con- 
tributed to the increase of his religious certainty, and to the warmth 
and power of his love of his neighbor" (p. 55). Much attention is 
paid to the ethical teachings of Jesus, with valuable results. Jesus' 
freedom from all false asceticism is emphasized. " He sought to pro- 
duce an inner spiritual, not an external, separation of his disciples from 
the world" (p. 69). 

Contemporary discussions in America lend interest to what Titius 
has to say about the pre-existence of Christ. " The title ' Son of God,' 
in its proper signification, denotes not merely, according to the 
favorite conception, a religious and moral, but a metaphysical, relation 

of essential likeness with God I cannot regard it impossible 

that the general New Testament idea of the pre-existence of Christ 
goes back to expressions of Jesus himself, that in particular really his- 
torical material lies at the basis of the discourses of John The 

synoptic accounts contain, it is true, nothing of the idea of pre-exist- 
ence, but they lead to an analogous idea," as, for example, the account 
of the baptism, where Jesus is at once acknowledged as the " Son of 
God" and anointed with the Holy Spirit (pp. 118 f.). 

The discussion of the death of Christ, in the third subordinate 
part, is the least satisfactory in the volume. It comes out with nothing 
more than the old Socinian view, utterly irreconcilable with the 
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general drift of the New Testament, that Jesus' death is " the means of 
hastening his coming, since he is thereby endowed with eternal life, 
exalted to God, and furnished with the power to establish the kingdom 
of God upon earth in an adequate form" (p. 169). The previous dis- 
cussions are much influenced by the recent publications of Harnack 
and others upon the Lord's Supper, in which, for the purpose of 
avoiding certain extreme positions of high Lutheran orthodoxy, they 
have gone to the opposite extreme of an entirely subjective interpreta- 
tion of the evangelists. Titius thinks that Jiilicher has " shaken the 
tradition that Jesus himself established a memorial supper for his 
death" (p. 153). But to follow the line of the discussion more 
directly: There are two passages in Jesus' own words referring to the 
value of his death, Mark 10:45 an d 14:22 ft. Of these, the first 
refers to "deliverance from the destruction of eternal death" (p. 148). 
But this is not gained by a "vicarious suffering of punishment," but 
"ransom from death positively considered is nothing else than intro- 
duction into the kingdom of God." This idea receives no correction 
from the second passage cited, for "the most important and surest 
result" of the investigations of Harnack and others is "that one must 
explain the meaning of the words of the Lord's Supper, not as per- 
taining to the forgiveness of sins, but to the impartation of life" (p. 
150). The phrase in Matthew, "for the remission of sins," is rejected 
as not being authentic, because the rest "could" not have let so 
important an element drop, and because, if Paul had known of it, he 
would have been sure to put it in, because strongly supporting his own 
idea. The blood is the "blood of the covenant," and that has nothing 
to do with the forgiveness of sins. Such criticism will ultimately be 
regarded, we think, as purely subjective and valueless. But the out- 
come is somewhat improved by the later volumes. 

We leave the first part of the work, therefore, with the impression 
that we have here a multitude of fine, detailed discussions of various 
important points in Jesus' teaching, and, in the midst of the most 
perfect critical freedom, a decided return toward older standards of 
orthodoxy; but in the second part, Paulinism, this impression is 
greatly increased. The successive chapters are : "The Idea of God," 
" The Completion of Salvation," " The Fundamental Religious Tone," 
" View of the World and of Life," " Religion and Morals," " The Idea 
of Justification," " The Idea of Salvation in its Pneumatic Form." In 
respect to the particulars of the volume we shall say little. But we wish 
to call especial attention to certain contributions in the introduction 
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which are as valuable as they are timely. A section " To Orienta- 
tion " precedes the formal "Introduction," and in this we have the 
following important observations : " We possess authentic writings from 

no Christian circle which was entirely uninfluenced by Paul 

For the courses of thought to which our investigation is directed a 

great continuity may be shown This far-reaching uniformity, 

with all the actual variation and difference, allows us to view this 
literature as one whole, and what, consequently, in any single pres- 
entation might become a torso, becomes in various ways a constituent 
member of one great system " (p. 4). Within this unity there are three 
distinguishable groups — Faulinism, the Johannine group, and the 
" average view of the common man " till the change toward Catholicism 
began, in the presentation of which last, however, extra-canonical 
works are brought into the consideration. 

Coming now, in the " Introduction," more particularly to Paulin- 
ism, Titius calls attention to Paul's apparent neglect of the historical 
teaching of Jesus, which he explains by the assumption, on Paul's part, 
" that the deepest meaning of the death and exaltation of the Messiah 
.... must reveal itself to the careful student of the Old Testament 
under the guidance of the Spirit even without the personal instruction 
of Jesus " (p. 9). The question must now arise whether this Paul, 
resting upon such assumptions, was in fact acquainted with the preach- 
ing of Jesus and loyal to it. Hereupon follows a most minute investi- 
gation, the result of which is that Paul shows, in the form of his 
instructions, in their language, and particularly in their underlying 
thoughts, the most intimate acquaintance with the form of Jesus' 
teaching as we now have it in the three synoptic gospels. It is, of 
course, impossible to cite examples here. The next step is at once 
taken by Titius: "All agreement with the teaching of Jesus denotes at 

once agreement with the original apostles A new element is 

added to the view of the original apostles only by the reference of 
salvation to the death and resurrection of Jesus. This is, certainly, of 
the greatest importance, because here appears the element which gives 
Paulinism its characteristic stamp in distinction from the teaching of 

Jesus But, on the other side, the proposition that Christ died 

for our sins, for which the Scripture proof from prophecy is cited, 
belongs to the original apostolic deposit of doctrine. The permanent 
celebration of the Lord's Supper points to the worth of the death of 
Christ. We cannot fail to note that all these are thoughts, by the 
emphasizing of which the original apostles came more than half way 
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to meet the Pauline type of doctrine " (pp. 18 f.). The reflex operation 
of this style of thought, with the clear acknowledgment of the place of 
the death of Christ in the system of Paul (pp. 168 ff.), will do much, 
undoubtedly, to place the doctrine of the atonement, when the prom- 
ised systematic part of Titius's work shall appear, in a much more 
satisfactory light. 

The third, Johannine, part discusses in successive chapters "The 
Eschatology," " Eternal Life in the Present Time," "Grace," " Sonship 
with God," " Morals," " Communion with Christ and with God," "The 
Spirit," " Knowledge." The author takes no definite position upon the 
Johannine authorship of the fourth gospel. This, he thinks, will favor 
objectivity in the presentation of the contents of the gospel. The 
unity of the gospel, so that separation between Jesus' words and the 
writer's conception of their meaning is impossible, is emphasized. In 
like manner is its dependence upon the main premises of the Pauline 
way of viewing things. While it has risen far above the concrete con- 
troversies in which Paul was engaged, and pays no attention to the 
entire Jewish circle of thought, but is rather influenced by Hellenism, 
it is engaged upon the purely spiritual conception of salvation. "An 
inner modification of the spiritual position of Jesus we do not find 
here, but, on the contrary, one may say that the spiritual manner of 
the religious doctrine of Jesus first found its congenial expression in 
the Hellenic philosophical atmosphere, in its idealism " (p. 5). In 
complete contradiction to the favorite position of Ritschl and Harnack, 
Titius maintains that "there exists a deep-going, inner relationship 
between the spiritual faith of Jesus and his apostles with the Hellen- 
istic, yes, with the Hellenic, Socratic-Platonic idealism " (p. 7). 

To notice some single points : The office of the death of Christ 
gets fuller recognition than in former parts of the work. Even the 
utterances of Jesus about freedom through his word are not to be 
brought up against the "propitiating power" of his death. Such 
expressions "have a provisional character, while the complete work of 
Jesus, inclusive of his death, is not yet brought into the account " 
(p. 47). The complete abandonment of the Ritschlian position, by 
which all personal communion with God and Christ was denied out 
of fear of pietism, is another point of excellence in this volume. "The 
being of Christ in the believer must be understood as a supernatural 
dwelling and operating of the Exalted One in his disciples " (p. 68), 
" a relation with the living, glorified Christ by person to person " 
(p. 69). The pre-existence of Christ is most definitely accepted (pp. 
73 ff-)- 
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Of the fourth part, which pursues the theme under nearly the same 
rubrics as the two foregoing, I will note only what it says about the 
death of Christ. Speaking of the view prevailing in the common 
circles of the early Christianity after it passed out from beneath the 
personal influence of the apostles, Titius says : " The original Christian 
reference of the death of Christ to the propitiation of sin has become 
uncertain. There are circles in which this reference is wholly lacking. 
There are others which hold fast to the relation of the death of Christ 
to baptism, and derive the sin-forgiving power of this sacrament 
from it, but know nothing of a relation of that death to the continuous 

sinfulness of Christians In Ignatius there are again strong 

references of the death of Christ to forgiveness, and here the influence 
of Hebrews may be traced. Hebrews took up again the original 
apostolic reference of the death of Christ to the forgiveness of sins, 
perfected it, and made it influential in a way the effects of which are 
plainly traceable in the documents of this period" (p. 173). 

Altogether, then, the work shows a great advance in objectivity and 
comprehensiveness upon many of the workers in the field of biblical 
theology, who have often been so "undogmatic" that they have failed 
to see the peculiar character of the whole evangelical period. Titius 
is certainly as "free" as any of them; but has vastly more sense of 
what will ultimately be clearer yet, the essential unity of the New Tes- 
tament period. For a rich mine of special and detailed discussions 
we know no recent work superior to this. It is indispensable to the 
thorough student. Frank Hugh Fqster 

Berkeley, Cal. 

De Heilige Doop naar het Nieuwe Testament. Door G. 
Vellinga. Utrecht: Kemink en Zoon, 1901. Pp. 88. 
F. 0.90. 

This is not an interesting book to read. Its style is scrappy, and 
it contains a great many minute distinctions which are altogether 
needless. There is also much repetition, and several of the sentences 
are not grammatically constructed. 

The matter of the book, although the book is not a great one, is 
much superior to its form. The author is a good scholar, and deals 
with every passage in the New Testament that bears upon his subject. 

The book has five chapters, entitled (1) "Matthew 28: 19;" (2) 
"The Gospels;" (3) "The Acts;" (4) "The Epistles;" (5) "Baptism 



